
Horticulture Innovation Lab  
Regional Center at Kasetsart University

Overview
The Horticulture Innovation Lab Regional Center at Kasetsart 
University serves Thailand, Bangladesh, Nepal and Cambodia 
by providing: 

•	 Training for farmers and horticultural professionals

•	 Technical assistance and innovative technologies

•	 Curricula and material development

•	 Information dissemination 

The center brings together key regional players with Kasetsart 
University in Thailand and other Horticulture Innovation Lab 
partners to improve livelihoods of smallholder farmers and 
small businesses in Southeast Asia.

Technologies at the center:
The center includes adaptations and demonstrations 
of horticultural technologies. Some of the technologies 
demonstrated at this center include:

•	 Pest-exclusion nets

•	 Drying beads

•	 CoolBot for cold rooms

•	 Chimney solar dryer

•	 Solar pump for irrigation

•	 Zero-energy cool chamber (ZECC)

Highlights and activities
•	 In Cambodia, the center has led trainings in partnership with the Royal 

University of Agriculture.
•	 In Bangladesh, the center has led trainings with partners Helen Keller 

International and the Feed the Future Bangladesh Agricultural Value 
Chain Program.

•	 In Nepal, the center has led trainings with International Development 
Enterprise (iDE).

•	 Each year, the center supports the International Vegetable Training 
Course led by AVRDC-The World Vegetable Center.

•	 The center also supports a D-Lab course to teach development-focused 
problem-solving, design and dissemination to Kasetsart University 
students. 

•	 The center has an active steering committee with members from 
throughout the region representing academic institutions, NGOs, 
researchers, AVRDC and USAID.

•	 The center officially opened in February 2012.
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Who to contact

Center Director at KU:  
Dr. Poonpipope Kasemsap  
agrppk@ku.ac.th

Researcher at KU:  
Jate Sathornkich, Jate.sat@gmail.com 

Coordinator at UC Davis:  
Archie Jarman, rajarman@ucdavis.edu 

Location
Kasetsart University 
Kamphaeng Saen Campus 

http://horticulture.ucdavis.edu

Jingtair Siriphanich, of Kasetsart University, discuss the CoolBot with visitors 
to the center during a USAID Global Learning and Evidence Exchange event 
about scaling up agricultural technology in 2014.


